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other to the west, in the temple. Mystical
words were murmured over those vessels, after
which they were both thrown down, and the
wine spilt on the ground was offered as a
libatioii.

The Eleusinian mysteries being intended
especially as pledges of immortality were not
unnaturally connected with the worship of the
venerable and beneficent daughter of Saturn
and Vesta. Her attribute, the blade of corn
(the illustration used by St. Paul), was expressly
held forth to the votary as a symbol, in its
burial, its decay, and its regermination, of
immortality. Still more strongly was the second
life shadowed forth in the tale of Proserpine,
daughter of Ceres, who, though snatched to the
kingdom of Shades, was yet, through Jove's
permission, restored annually to her mother,
and allowed to breathe, during half; the year,
the upper air. Iti such close connection with
Proserpine was Ceres contemplated in these
mysteries, that the only name she bore in them
was that of Ax^eta, or the Mourner. I know